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Alignment Memorandum 4: 

Licenses and Permits 

Sean Casey/July 21, 2025 

Background: There are topics that are touched on in more than one sec<on or ar<cle of the dra> charter.  For 

example, town elec<ons are covered in Ar<cle 10 (Elec;ons), Sec<on 4.1 (Select Board), Sec<on 6.9 (previously 

Sec<on 5.9, Town Clerk), and Sec<on 7.2 (previously Sec<on 6.2, Board of Registrars of Voters).  A change in 

verbiage in any of these ar<cles/sec<ons poten<ally impacts other ar<cles or sec<ons. 

Similarly, in Ar<cles 6 and 7 especially, there are a number of similar sentences across mul<ple sec<ons.  For 

example, all of the sec<ons in Ar<cle 6 begin with a sentence on the board/commiMee/commission/official’s 

composi<on.  Of the 11 sec<ons in Ar<cle 6, nine are composed of members elected to three-year terms.  

Therefore, the “composi<on” sentence in each sec<on should use iden<cal/very similar verbiage, unless there is a 

reason not to (for example the number of members may be different).   

To assist in the CommiMee’s review of Dra> B, there will be a series of short alignment memorandums that 

highlight areas where edi<ng a specific sentence in a specific sec<on may create alignment issues elsewhere in the 

dra> charter, or where edi<ng will beMer align language across sec<ons. 

Nine of the boards/commi3ees/commissions in Ar5cles 4, 6 (previously 5) and 7 (previously 6) 

have the subsec5on Licenses and Permits.  The licenses and permits (and other types of 

approvals) themselves are significantly different (and the degree to which there are 

specifica5ons in state or town laws vary as well), so it is expected that the verbiage will need to 

differ.  See the annota5on in the individual sec5ons for background and details. 

S5ll, we should consider consistency in verbiage and level of detail in reviewing these. 

Select Board (Sec-on 4.1) 

14. The Select Board shall be the licensing and permiXng authority for the town, unless specific authority is 

designated elsewhere in the laws of the Commonwealth or laws of the town, and shall carry out its licensing 

and permiXng responsibili<es in accordance with the laws of the Commonwealth and laws of the town. 

15. The Select Board shall establish procedures regarding the issuance of licenses and permits. 

16. The Select Board may aMach reasonable condi<ons and restric<ons to a license or permit that it deems in the 

public interest. 

17. The Select Board shall have discre<on to exercise authority to enforce condi<ons, restric<ons, and laws 

rela<ng to businesses, en<<es, and individuals for which it issues licenses and permits, including the 

con<nued use, maintenance, or revoca<on of such licenses or permits. 

18. The Select Board may delegate its licensing and permiXng authority unless specifically prohibited by law. 

Board of Health (Sec-on 6.3) 

16.  The Board shall be responsible for the issuing of licenses and permits related to public health, sanita<on, and 

live fowl, subject to the laws of the Commonwealth, and as enumerated in the laws of the town. 

17.  The Board shall establish procedures regarding the issuance of licenses and permits. 

18.  The Board may aMach reasonable condi<ons to a license or permits that it deems in the public interest. 

19.  The Board shall have discre<on to exercise authority to enforce condi<ons, restric<ons, and laws related to 

licenses and permits which it issues, including the con<nued use, maintenance, or revoca<on of such licenses 

or permits. 

20.  The Board may delegate its licensing and permiXng authority unless specifically prohibited by law. 
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Recrea-on and Parks Commission (Sec-on 6.7) 

12.  The Commission shall be responsible for issuing permits it deems necessary for use of those public areas, 

playgrounds, buildings, and facili<es under its control, subject to the laws of the Commonwealth and laws of 

the town. 

13.  The Commission shall establish procedures regarding the issuance of permits subject to the laws of the 

Commonwealth and laws of the town. 

14.  The Commission may deny a permit or aMach reasonable condi<ons and restric<ons to a permit that it deems 

in the public interest. 

15.  The Commission may delegate its permiXng authority unless specifically prohibited by law. 

Town Clerk (Sec-on 6.9) 

14.  The Town Clerk shall establish and publish procedures regarding licenses and fees issued under the Town 

Clerk’s authority, as provided by the laws of the Commonwealth and laws of the town. 

Planning Board (Sec-on 6.10) 

7.    The Board shall be responsible for approvals and permits related to development and zoning, subject to the 

laws of the Commonwealth and the laws of the town. 

8.   The Board may aMach reasonable condi<ons and restric<ons to such approvals and permits that it deems in 

the public interest. 

Water and Sewer Commission (Sec-on 6.11) 

13.5 The Commission shall be the licensing and permiXng authority for licenses, permits, and approvals related 

to sewer and water connec<ons; and shall carry out its licensing, permiXng, and approval responsibili<es in 

accordance with the laws of the Commonwealth and laws of the town. 

14.   The Commission shall establish procedures regarding the issuance of licenses and permits; and gran<ng of 

approvals. 

15.    The Commission may aMach reasonable condi<ons and restric<ons to a license, permit, or approval that it 

deems in the public interest. 

16.   The Board may delegate its licensing, permiXng, and approval authority unless specifically prohibited by law. 

Board of Appeals (Sec-on 7.1) 

7.  The Board shall be responsible for the issuing of variances and special permits related to zoning, consistent 

with the laws of the Commonwealth and laws of the town. 

8.   In approving a variance, the Board may aMach reasonable condi<ons concerning <me, use, and safeguards 

which the Board deems necessary to protect the surrounding neighborhood and the public interest. 

9.  The Board may aMach reasonable condi<ons and restric<ons to special permits which the Board deems in the 

public interest, consistent with the laws of the Commonwealth and laws of the town. 
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Conserva-on Commission (Sec-on 7.4) 

9.   The Commission shall be responsible for the issuing of permits, and other wriMen decision documents, related 

to wetlands protec<on, and use of Marblehead conserva<on lands, subject to the laws of the Commonwealth 

and laws of the town. 

10. The Commission may aMach reasonable condi<ons and restric<ons to permits which the Commission deems 

in the public interest, consistent with the laws of the Commonwealth and laws of the town. 

11.  The Commission shall have discre<on to exercise authority to enforce the laws for which it issues permits, 

subject to the laws of the Commonwealth and laws of the town. 

Old and Historic Districts Commission (Sec-on 7.9) 

7.  The Commission shall grant or deny applica<ons for cer<ficates of appropriateness consistent with the laws of 

the Commonwealth and laws of the town. 

8.  The Commission shall establish procedures regarding the issuance of cer<ficates of appropriateness consistent 

with the laws of the Commonwealth and laws of the town. 

 

 

 


